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20 THE QUEENLY MOTHER 

For a ray, streaming far, 
Strikes a gleam on his face 
From the Inn of the Star. 

" Then the staff is set by, 

And the shoon from his feet. 
And the burden let lie, 

And he sitteth at meat ; 
Old jests round the board. 

Old songs round the blaze. 
While the faint bells accord 

Like the souls of old days. 

** In the sweet bed of peace 

He shall sleep for a night. 
And faith, like a fleece. 

Lap him kindly and light; 
Then the wind, crooning wild. 

Mystic music shall seem, 
And the brow of the Child 

Be a light through his dream. 

"And we, too, follow down 

The long slope of the hill. 
See, the little white Town, 

Where it shines, wonder-still; 
Be our hopes quenched or bright. 

Be our griefs what they are, 
We shall sojourn a night 

At the Inn of the Star." 



FA MILT TRAITS 59 

Do not let us worry over the children. They 
belong to God even more than they belong to us. 
In the sunshine and the storm, God is caring for 
them. 



70 THE ^UEENLT MOTHER 

having in the home some one who is not always 
hurried and worried, but who has leisure to listen 
to them when they have little trials and plenty of 
time to share their joys. 



84 THE ^UEENLT MOTHER 

unseen marauders that assault the soul and find for 
attack its weakest point. A good home furnishes 
a man with armour of proof against the wiles of 
the devil. 



98 THE QUEENLY MOTHER 

day they talked on themes broader than the trivial 
round of daily toil, and little by little they emerged 
upon a plane of common interest and congenial 
study brightening the mother's life and filling the 
daughter with satisfaction too deep for words. 

If college means anything to a daughter it should 
spell culture to a mother who missed at an earlier 
time the opportunities that have been sown broad- 
cast in the daughter's path. 



LIFE'S EDEN ROSE 123 

she had been in her love's bright morning. Be- 
tween the two dates what a lifetime of love there 
had been for these comrades on the road who had 
brought up children and embraced grandchildren, 
and kept in their home the fragrance of the Eden 
rose the entire way. 



i6o THE QUEENLY MOTHER 

dessert that was a disappointment She would 
teach her children to accept rice and raisins as if 
they were nectar and ambrosia, and would insist 
that only bright looks should ever be brought to 
the mealy howsoever homely it might be. 

A little more ceremony in otu* manners at home 
would be provocative of good tenlper. We are 
frequentiy too candid, and too brusque and too in- 
tent on having oiu- own way. 

In littie things and great one's dependence must 
be on our Best Friend. 



176 THE ^UEENLT MOTHER 

foresight, an intimate friend said : " Mr. Blank 
owes more than the public dream to a littie woman 
who presides over his beautiful home. He owes 
at least half of his success in life to the wisdom, 
strength and cheerfulness of a very remarkable 
wife." 



THE CHARM OF BEGINNING 199 

Twelve long months for his journey ; 

Fifty-two weeks of a spell ; 
At the end of it all he'll slip out by himself, 
Glad of a chance to be laid on the shelf, 

At the stroke of the midnight bell. 



212 THE ^UEENLT MOTHER 

the last kisses given ; when father bolts the doors 
and turns out the lights, then let tired heads seek 
soft pillows for the sleep that comes alter a cheer- 
ful day. 

Farewell, our latest Thanksgiving 1 Another 
next year! God save the commonwealth I 



THE MOTHER AND HER GIRLS 237 

awhile there may be misunderstanding, it is not of 
the kind that breeds suspicion and jealousy. 

The good times may be interrupted by a wed- 
ding by and by, when the daughter who is first to 
go to a home of her own leaves the shelter of the 
mother's brooding wing. There is a little wrench 
in this, but it is soon over, and new vistas open 
before the mother and her girls as one by one 
they leave the home in the haunting melody of 
the wedding march. 



270 THE ^UEENLT MOTHER 

Let the home shelter faithful souls, indifferent 
to hardship, imitating the pattern set by the Christ 
when He was in the world, and striving together 
for the coming of His Kingdom, and be it lofty or 
lowly, it shall be secure and blest 

" Until the day break and the shadows flee 
away," the home of constancy, simplicity and true 
love will continue to be earth's finest ante-type of 
heaven. 



THE END 
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